
Town of LaGrange Monthly Board Meeting Minutes 

8 June 2026, 7:00pm at Town Hall 
 
Attending:  Brendan Smith, Loren Schleusener, Wendy Von Haden, Mandy Wagner, Brock Bailey, 

Rock Pierce, 60 members from the public. 

 

Call to Order, Pledge of Allegiance at 7:00 pm 

 

Modular Data Center Discussion – Brendan talked about where the town is regarding the data center.  

He showed the crowd where the information is available on the town website.  He went through a 

presentation that will be available on the town website.  The presentation outlined the process for a 

modular data center to be considered in the town and the process of getting a conditional use permit.  

There was time for the public to speak.  Each person was given 3 minutes to speak.  

 

Comments and questions asked: 

What effect will this have on the town – as in taxes 

Would like the Electric company to speak at a meeting 

Will it have private sewage 

Concerned with the power usage and the water and the chemicals added to the water and the 

containment of the wastewater leaks. Also asked about the zoning.  

Requirement for the visible appearance and the lighting 

Asked about the landowner's rights 

Asked about property owners near data centers losing property value.  Asked what the tax value is for 

the community.   

Mentioned it seems to be more cons than pros. Also questioned the long-term effects.  

Asked who is purchasing or benefiting from the data 

Asked if you could require them provide their own power 

Was asked about reaching out to other communities that have data centers and get feedback 

Questions about closed loop water systems and the power 

Asked about expansion  

Questioned that there are a number of these proposed in this area and they will all use Oakdale Electric 

power, concerned about their rates going up 

Asked about how they are using our network resources 

Asked if this adds any extra jobs or perks to the town, also asked about the enforcement of the CUP 

No land has been sold, and no business has been completed with Nodiac 

Asked about air pollution and the tax breaks from the state 

Concerned about the fact that this company has no current centers, and nothing is proven at this point 

Feels there is no value to the community of putting in a data center 

Asked people to have an open mind and do their research 

Talked about having a hazmat plan for leaks.  Asked about location, felt the industrial park would be a 

better fit. Asked if city water was in this area. Asked about what it would take for this to go to 

referendum 

Asked “why” Tomah for these data centers 

Asked about the effect this has on people in the community 

Concerned about property values and the environment 

Concerned the citizens don’t have much input because the board gets to make the decision 

Talked about the chemicals in the system. Saying it is nothing worse than putting Round Up on the 

ground.  Also talked about the power, saying that at some point the power will be used up by someone 

Asked about the county moratorium 

Asked if the town could get some financial incentive from the data center 

Mentioned that the bigger farms used the closed loop water systems, so this is already out there 

 



 

Previous Month’s Minutes – three sets of minutes, May 11 Monthly Meeting, May 27 Forest Ave 

Special meeting, June 3 Agenda meeting.   Loren made a motion to accept as presented.  Brock 

mentioned the cemetery lot name should be added.  Brock second with the amendment.  No further 

discussion. All in favor no oppose. 

 

Treasurer’s Report –see attached 

 

Citizen’s Concerns - a citizen is concerned about speeding on Dial Avenue and asked about getting a 

speed limit sign. Brendan explained what the town can legally do.  Brendan will investigate this.  

There is also a concern on Dexter with the speed of vehicles.  It was mentioned that the town could put 

the portable speed limit sign. 

A citizen had concerns on Division Rd with the E-bikes.   

 

Planning Commission/Zoning/Land Use Issues – Brock talked about the CUP coming up.  He will get 

these out to the commission and get a meeting date set. One is for a gas line building and the other is 

for a roadside stand.  There will be more on this next month. It was asked if the town could ask an 

entity to pay fees for the board holding special meetings for CUPs. 

 

County Zoning Permit Fee Review/Discussion - Brock made a motion to approve the new fees as 

presented by the county.  Loren, second. No further discussion.  all in favor no oppose. 

 

Camper issues – letter to Mr. Schwall was resolved.  Letter Bever about the camper was also taken 

care of; this camper is used for storage.  Have received a new complaint about a camper being lived in 

on Emblem Ave. Brendan will follow up on the camper on Flint.  

 

Golf cart signs – Wendy will talk to Logan at Hiawatha.  

 

Election Prep/Execution: Melissa and Wendy working on August 11th scheduling and in person 

absentee hours. 

 

Old Business 

Road Projects Update 

Ellsworth Bridge:  2027 Construction – nothing new 

Formica/Estate/Essex ARIP Project—2025 Design, 2026 Build – Loren mentioned a sink hole on 

Formica, Brendan asked Loren to put that in the ARIP text group with the contractor. 

 

Patrolman Issues – The dumpster has been removed incorrectly two times by GFL, Rock has had to 

repair the recycle center each time.  The Township will bill GFL for the repair costs. Rock mentioned 

that the town should consider a trailer for the backhoe, cause driving on the road is causing wear on the 

tires.  Rock took the 550 to Rudig today, he has not heard back from them yet.   

 

 

Justin Johnson – Brendan sat in on his court appearance.  Brendan does not believe we will get any 

reimbursement for the signs damaged in the town. 

 

 

Asked Rock if he is getting a handle on the recycling center.  

 

Dumpster – The bid was for a 30-yard dumpster and should actually be a 40-yard dumpster.  Rock will 

order the 40-yard dumpster 



Town shop maintenance upgrades – Brendan went through the bids for the roof repairs and 

maintenance doors.  It was mentioned that both roofs are leaking.  Rock feels the roofs and the doors 

need to be done this year.   

Brock made a motion to replace the lower shop roof for $9828 and repair the upper shed roof for 

$2264 and replace the three service doors at $3095.  Loren second.  No further discussion.  All in favor 

no oppose. 

 

Chip Seal – Loren made a motion to chip seal Forest Ave approximately 2000 feet. Brock second.  No 

further discussion.  All in favor, no oppose. 

 

5 Year Road Maintenance Plan - Brendan will update this plan 

 

New Business 

Hiawatha Golf Course and Whitetail Crossing Tobacco and Liquor Permit Review – Loren made a 

motion to renew at the same rate as last year. Brock second.  No further discussion.  All in favor no 

oppose. 

 

Brendan asked for some feedback about the modular data center discussion.  Loren mentioned that we 

would probably need to have the next meeting at the fire station.  Mandy mentioned it would need to 

be a special meeting. Brendan mentioned it would need to include Oakdale Electric, Nodiac, and 

possibly someone from the DNR.  Loren mentioned that maybe we should have our county rep also at 

the meeting.   Brendan will work on a date. 

 

 

Upcoming Meetings 

Each Wed @5pm at the Town Hall:  ARIP Construction Meeting 

 

 

Pay Bills - Loren made a motion to pay bills as presented.  Brock second. No further discussion. All in 

favor, no oppose. 

 

Adjourn at 9:52 pm 

 

 

Wendy Von Haden, Clerk 


